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EC–2394. A communication from the Acting 

Administrator, Risk Management Agency, 
Department of Agriculture, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Common Crop Insurance Regulations; Basic 
Provisions; Grape Crop Insurance Provisions 
and Table Grape Crop Insurance’’ (RIN0563- 
AC09) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on July 16, 2009; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

EC–2395. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Review Group, Com-
modity Credit Corporation, Department of 
Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Livestock In-
demnity Program and General Provisions for 
Supplemental Agricultural Disaster Assist-
ance Programs’’ (RIN0560-AH95) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
July 14, 2009; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–2396. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Review Group, Com-
modity Credit Corporation, Department of 
Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Conservation 
Reserve Program’’ (RIN0560-AH80) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on July 14, 2009; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–2397. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Office of Policy, Economics, and Innovation, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fenamidone; Pesticide Tolerances’’ 
(FRL No. 8423-8) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on July 15, 2009; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–2398. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director, Office of Foreign Assets Con-
trol, Department of the Treasury, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Persons Contributing to the Conflict 
in Côte d’Ivoire Sanctions Regulations’’ (31 
CFR Parts 543) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on July 16, 2009; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–2399. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a confirmation in 
the position of Assistant Secretary for Com-
munity Planning and Development in the 
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–2400. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director, Office of Foreign Assets Con-
trol, Department of the Treasury, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Iranian Transactions Regulations’’ 
(31 CFR Parts 560) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on July 16, 2009; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–2401. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Board of Governors of the Federal 
Reserve System, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report on the remaining obstacles to 
the efficient and timely circulation of $1 
coins; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–2402. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Insular Affairs, Office of the Sec-
retary, Department of the Interior, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report entitled 
‘‘Impact of the Compacts of Free Association 
on Guam: Fiscal Year 2004 through Fiscal 
Year 2008’’; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

EC–2403. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Department of Energy, trans-
mitting proposed legislation to repeal Sub-
title J, Ultra-Deepwater and Unconventional 

Natural Gas and Other Petroleum Resources, 
of Title IX of the Energy Policy Act of 2005; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–2404. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulatory Management, Office of 
Policy, Economics and Innovations, Environ-
mental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Lead; Minor Amendments to the Renova-
tion, Repair, and Painting Program’’ (FRL 
No. 8422-7) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on July 15, 2009; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–2405. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulatory Management, Office of 
Policy, Economics and Innovations, Environ-
mental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Implementa-
tion Plans; Texas; Revisions to General Air 
Quality Rules and the Mass Emissions Cap 
and Trade Program’’ (FRL No. 8931-1) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on July 15, 2009; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

EC–2406. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulatory Management, Office of 
Policy, Economics and Innovations, Environ-
mental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
Implementation Plans; Rhode Island; Correc-
tion of Effective Date Under Congressional 
Review Act’’ (FRL No. 8930-2) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on July 
15, 2009; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

EC–2407. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 
transmitting proposed legislation which au-
thorizes appropriations for fiscal year 2010; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

EC–2408. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Applicable Federal 
Rates—August 2009’’ (Rev. Rul. 2009-22) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on July 20, 2009; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

EC–2409. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the Department’s Annual Re-
port on Disability-Related Air Travel Com-
plaints; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–2410. A communication from the Assist-
ant Attorney General, Office of Legislative 
Affairs, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, annual reports rel-
ative to the category rating system for the 
Department of Justice; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–2411. A communication from the Chief 
Privacy Officer, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting, pursuant to law, a 
report entitled ‘‘Privacy Office Third Quar-
ter Fiscal Year 2009 Report to Congress’’; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2412. A communication from the Dis-
trict of Columbia Auditor, transmitting a re-
port entitled ‘‘Fiscal Year 2008 Annual Re-
port on Advisory Neighborhood Commis-
sions’’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2413. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of National Drug Control Policy, 
Executive Office of the President, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report relative to 
the transfer of funds between drug control 
agency programs; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

EC–2414. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Federal Trade Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled ‘‘Hart-Scott-Rodino Annual Report: Fis-
cal Year 2008’’; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–58. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the State of Louisiana urging Con-
gress to address the escalating electronic 
payment interchange rates that merchants 
and consumers are assessed; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 131 
Whereas, improved technology combined 

with consumer convenience has caused a rise 
in credit and debit card electronic payment 
systems; and 

Whereas, in order for merchants to accept 
these payment systems, merchants are re-
quired to enter into an unfair contractual re-
lationship with the credit card companies 
and their member banks; and 

Whereas, in exchange for the electronic 
payment system, merchants must pay inter-
change fees and these interchange fees are 
usually hidden and not disclosed to the con-
sumer; and 

Whereas, credit card companies increase 
interchange fees and change the terms of 
merchant contract agreements without pro-
viding sufficient written or electronic notice 
to card accepting merchants; and 

Whereas, the interchange fees are ulti-
mately passed on to the consumers, includ-
ing those who pay with cash or a check and 
who, in effect, subsidize rewards given to 
credit card customers; and 

Whereas, the number of rewards cards in 
circulation is rapidly increasing, and the 
new rewards cards carry higher interchange 
fees and therefore, are more costly for both 
merchants and consumers; and 

Whereas, merchants are contractually ob-
ligated to accept all cards from a credit card 
issuer and may not refuse payment from a 
card charging higher interchange rates; and 

Whereas, the interchange fees, including 
those paid on food and gasoline, are typically 
almost double the profit margin of the mer-
chant; and 

Whereas, traditional economic models are 
not applicable because merchants are forced 
to accept contractual terms dictated often 
without notice or recourse; and 

Whereas, small businesses struggle to ab-
sorb the constant increases in the cost of ac-
cepting electronic payments; and 

Whereas, it is advantageous that economic 
models facilitate a highly competitive mar-
ketplace; and 

Whereas, the increased consumer use of 
electronic payments requires Congress to as-
sure the existence of a highly competitive 
and vibrant market that promotes an eco-
nomic playing field that is fair to consumers, 
merchants, and card providers: Therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate of the Legisla-
ture of Louisiana hereby memorializes the 
Congress of the United States to address the 
escalating electronic payment interchange 
rates that merchants and consumers are as-
sessed. Be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution 
shall be transmitted to the secretary of the 
United States Senate and the clerk of the 
United States House of Representatives and 
to each member of the Louisiana delegation 
to the United States Congress. 
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POM–59. A concurrent resolution adopted 

by the Senate of the State of Louisiana urg-
ing Congress, the Governor of Louisiana, the 
Department of Economic Development, the 
Department of Agriculture and Forestry, and 
the Public Service Commission, to assist in 
putting wood to electricity projects on a 
commensurate funding and taxation level 
with wind and solar generated electricity; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 49 
Whereas, the major focus of the Wood 

Products Development Foundation is the ex-
pansion or development of new uses of wood 
and wood waste products that result in a 
positive impact on the economic conditions 
of the state; and 

Whereas, the timber industry has experi-
enced a serious decline in recent years, and 
this downturn will continue unless new use 
sources are developed in the immediate fu-
ture; and 

Whereas, after studying numerous poten-
tial industries, the foundation determined a 
project that used wood and wood waste prod-
ucts to create electricity would be the most 
economically viable expansion of raw wood 
products for the long term; and 

Whereas, the use and need for electricity 
will continue to increase, and these projects 
will provide a renewable, green source of 
electric power that does not affect the na-
tion’s food supply or demand for food-based 
agricultural products and materials for an 
indefinite period; and 

Whereas, these wood to electricity projects 
provide an additional market for raw wood 
products even in a distressed market, pro-
vide an additional source of electricity at a 
market rate that is carbon neutral, and pro-
vide a dedicated electrical source available 
locally to supply viable defense structures 
and critical facilities in times of natural dis-
asters; and 

Whereas, the foundation has completed 
plans for two centrally located plants within 
the state that will use wood waste products 
from wood producers in the vicinity; and 

Whereas, the electrical production will be 
made equally available to wood-related in-
dustries and a grid for the benefit of low-in-
come households within reasonable vicinity 
of the plant sites; and 

Whereas, the two proposed projects will in-
ject sixty million dollars into the economy 
in terms of construction and start-up costs 
and will create a minimum of thirty perma-
nent full-time jobs at the plant sites and ap-
proximately one hundred jobs for suppliers of 
the wood fuel feedstock; and 

Whereas, in the last several months, sig-
nificant regional job losses in the wood in-
dustry make this effort even more vital to 
securing new alternatives for value-added 
market activity related to the wood re-
sources of the state; and 

Whereas, there is a current need for addi-
tional funding to complete the necessary 
regulatory, environmental, engineering, and 
administrative functions to fulfill the re-
quirements for construction loan approvals: 
Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
does hereby urge and request the Louisiana 
congressional delegation, the governor, the 
Department of Economic Development, the 
Department of Agriculture and Forestry, and 
the Public Service Commission to assist in 
providing funding for any necessary addi-
tional requirements, documentation, or stud-
ies that may be needed to secure long-term 
funding, and to assist in developing state and 
federal policies for wood to electricity 
projects that put them on a commensurate 
funding and taxation level with wind and 
solar generated electricity: Be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be 
transmitted to the Louisiana congressional 
delegation, the governor, the Department of 
Economic Development, the Department of 
Agriculture and Forestry, and the Public 
Service Commission. 

POM–60. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Senate of the State of Louisiana ex-
pressing continued support for the Coastal 
Restoration and Enhancement Through 
Science and Technology Program for its role 
in providing new research and scientific in-
formation for coastal restoration; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 20 
Whereas, the Legislature of Louisiana ex-

pressed its support for the CREST Program 
in Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 21 of 
the 2008 First Extraordinary Session of the 
Legislature; and 

Whereas, the CREST Program and its 
member educational institutions in Lou-
isiana and Mississippi are continuing to 
work to provide applied research in innova-
tive and practical technologies to meet the 
urgent need for coastal restoration and pro-
tection and to support a new generation of 
restoration scientists drawn from students 
working in science and engineering; and 

Whereas, one of CREST’s aims is to help 
policymakers, planners and coastal resource 
managers use the latest science and best 
technologies to ensure sustainable and pro-
ductive coastal habitats and communities; 
and 

Whereas, the CREST Program has been 
funded on an annual ‘‘add-on’’ basis in the 
federal budget and is therefore highly vul-
nerable to loss of its funding, a situation 
which would be improved by having the pro-
gram become a regular part of the budget for 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration; and 

Whereas, research funded by CREST has 
helped to improve barrier island restoration, 
marsh terracing, and re-vegetation tech-
niques, to develop water and sediment budg-
et needed for sustaining the Chenier Plain, 
and to understand the effects of Hurricane 
Katrina on the marsh areas below the 
Caernarvon Freshwater Diversion structure: 
Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
does hereby express continued support for 
the Coastal Restoration and Enhancement 
Through Science and Technology Program 
for its role in providing new research and sci-
entific information for coastal restoration 
and protection: Be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be 
transmitted to the president of the United 
States, the administrator of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
the director of Coastal Restoration and En-
hancement Through Science and Technology 
Program, and to each member of the Lou-
isiana delegation to the United States Con-
gress. 

POM–61. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Senate of the State of Louisiana urg-
ing Congress to enact legislation to adjust 
the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage 
rules to ameliorate the unintended negative 
impact caused by the infusion of disaster re-
lief funding, both in public and private, into 
Louisiana’s and other state’s economies fol-
lowing major disasters; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 137 
Whereas, in 2005 and 2008, Louisiana was 

struck by hurricanes Katrina, Rita, Gustav, 
and Ike, collectively requiring billions of 
dollars of federal and private assistance to 
the state; and 

Whereas, the people of Louisiana are grate-
ful for the support of the American people 

and of the United States Congress as the 
state is recovering from these catastrophic 
events; and 

Whereas, coastal states, such as Florida, 
Mississippi and Texas, and other states, such 
as Iowa, have recently experienced signifi-
cant disasters related to either hurricanes or 
flooding, and coastal states can reasonably 
expect to experience similar calamities in 
the future; and 

Whereas, after a disaster resulting in mas-
sive and wide spread damage to public and 
private property, economic activity may 
temporarily significantly increase as the 
state and local communities endeavor to re-
build; and 

Whereas, due to the increased economic ac-
tivity resulting from hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita, Louisiana’s per capita personal income 
saw an unusual and extraordinary increase 
of forty-two percent from 2005 through 2007; 
and 

Whereas, the per capita personal income 
for Louisiana grew by six point eight percent 
from 2000 through 2005; and 

Whereas, the bureau of economic analysis 
of the U.S. Department of Commerce stated 
in its 2007 report entitled State Personal In-
come, that ‘‘Louisiana grew ten point five 
percent in 2007, down from twenty point six 
percent in 2006,’’ and that ‘‘these growth 
rates are substantially higher than any 
other state’’; and 

Whereas, the bureau further reported that, 
‘‘the rental income component of Louisiana 
personal income was boosted by five point 
four billion dollars of Road Home subsidies 
from the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development,’’ and that much of the 
per capita personal income gain in Louisiana 
‘‘is accounted for by the Road Home sub-
sidies which average nearly twelve hundred 
fifty dollars per Louisiana resident’’; and 

Whereas, evidence shows that even though 
the per capita personal income had grown by 
forty-two percent from 2005 through 2007, 
median income has remained stable which 
indicates that real personal income has not 
grown in a sustained way; and 

Whereas, the bureau of economic analysis 
captures not only the economic activity gen-
erated by the receipt of government disaster 
relief payments but receipt of insurance pay-
ments that would not have occurred but for 
the hurricanes—activity which, when in-
cluded in the overall calculations of per cap-
ita personal income are extremely difficult 
to disaggregate for attribution to specific 
causes as the spending percolates throughout 
the economy; and 

Whereas, the increased economic activity 
in Louisiana in 2006 and 2007 is clearly a di-
rect result of the rebuilding that occurred in 
the aftermath of hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita and this economic activity led to a cor-
responding increase in per capita personal 
income in Louisiana in 2006 and 2007; and 

Whereas, accurate considerations of per 
capita personal income are important be-
cause federal law establishes the formula by 
which the FMAP for each state is deter-
mined based on a comparison of each states 
per capita personal income to the per capita 
income personal income of the United States 
as calculated by the bureau of economic 
analysis; and 

Whereas, when a state’s per capita per-
sonal income increases relative to the aver-
age of the United States, the state’s FMAP 
decreases; and 

Whereas, according to the federal formula, 
the increase in per capita personal income in 
Louisiana in 2006 and 2007 will have the unin-
tended consequence of reducing Louisiana’s 
FMAP for federal fiscal years 2010 and 2011; 
and 

Whereas, Louisiana’s FMAP will decrease 
to 67.61% in federal fiscal year 2010 and to 
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63.16% in federal fiscal year 2011, a total de-
crease of 6.53% over two years, the largest 
decline of any state; and 

Whereas, Louisiana’s FMAP is temporarily 
enhanced to eighty percent as a result of the 
enactment of the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), but that 
enhanced FMAP will terminate on December 
31, 2010; and 

Whereas, Louisiana’s FMAP will drop pre-
cipitously from eighty percent to sixty-three 
point sixteen percent on January 1, 2011, and 
this loss in federal match will annualize to 
approximately one billion dollars; and 

Whereas, Louisiana has demonstrated a 
significant commitment to its programs for 
providing health care access to the poor by 
investing in substantial sums of state gen-
eral fund dollars through Medicaid, SCHIP 
and a statewide system of public hospitals, 
all of which to combine to provide a safety 
net for a state with low income and signifi-
cant provider access problems, and such a 
drastic reduction in Louisiana’s FMAP will 
have devastating impact on the state’s infra-
structure for caring for the poor; and 

Whereas, the presumed purpose for using 
the per capita personal income as a basis for 
the calculation of FMAP is to ensure re-
sources are directed to states which are more 
likely to have low-income populations, and 
thus, a more significant burden on the Med-
icaid program; and 

Whereas, Louisiana’s Medicaid program 
has not seen a decrease in enrollment after 
hurricanes Katrina and Rita, but rather an 
increase, and thus, from an economic per-
spective, it is clear the purpose for utilizing 
per capita personal income as the primary 
driver of the state’s FMAP cannot be accu-
rately and fairly applied to Louisiana during 
the period following the temporary increase 
in economic activity; and 

Whereas, the Louisiana Legislature does 
not accept that it is the intention of the 
United States Department of Health and 
Human Services or the United States Con-
gress, through an artifact of the FMAP for-
mula, to financially penalize Louisiana and 
other states working to rebuild their com-
munities after major disasters: Therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
memorializes the Congress of the United 
States to enact legislation to adjust the Fed-
eral Medical Assistance Percentage rules to 
ameliorate the unintended negative impact 
caused by the infusion of disaster relief fund-
ing, both public and private, into Louisiana’s 
and other state’s economies following major 
disasters; Be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution 
shall be transmitted to the secretary of the 
United States Senate and the clerk of the 
United States House of Representatives and 
to each member of the Louisiana delegation 
to the United States Congress. 

POM–62. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Senate of the State of Louisiana af-
firming Louisiana’s sovereignty under the 
Tenth Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States of America over all powers not 
otherwise enumerated and granted to the 
federal government by the Consitution of the 
United States of America. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 2 
Whereas, the Tenth Amendment to the 

Constitution of the United States of America 
reads as follows: ‘‘The powers not delegated 
to the United States by the Constitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the states are reserved to 
the states respectively, or to the people’’; 
and 

Whereas, the Tenth Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States of America 
defines the total scope of federal power as 

being that specifically granted to the Con-
stitution of the United States of America 
and no more; and 

Whereas, the Tenth Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States of America 
means that the federal government was cre-
ated by the states specifically to be an agent 
of the states; and 

Whereas, today, in 2009, the states are de-
monstrably treated as agents of the federal 
government; and 

Whereas, many powers assumed by the fed-
eral government as well as federal mandates 
are in direct violation of the Tenth Amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United 
States of America; and 

Whereas, the United States Supreme Court 
has ruled in New York v. United States, 112 
S.Ct. 2408 (1992), that Congress may not sim-
ply commandeer the legislative and regu-
latory processes of the states; and 

Whereas, a number of proposals from pre-
vious administrations and some pending 
with the present administration as well as 
from Congress may further violate the Con-
stitution of the United States of America: 
Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
memorializes the Congress of the United 
States of America that the legislature af-
firms Louisiana’s sovereignty under the 
Tenth Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States of America over all powers not 
otherwise enumerated and granted to the 
federal government by the Constitution of 
the United States of America; Be it further 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
also demands that the federal government 
halt and reverse its practice of assuming 
powers and imposing mandates upon the 
states for purposes not enumerated by the 
Constitution of the United States of Amer-
ica; Be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution 
shall be transmitted to the secretary of the 
United States Senate and the clerk of the 
United States House of Representatives and 
to each member of the Louisiana delegation 
to the United States Congress and to the 
president of the United States of America 
and to the governor of Louisiana. 

POM–63. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Senate of the State of Louisiana 
urges Congress to adopt and submit to the 
states for ratification a proposed amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States to 
require a federal balanced budget; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 8 
Whereas, as the country copes with eco-

nomic challenges beyond those this genera-
tion has experienced, a host of ideas and pro-
posals have been put forth in an effort to al-
leviate economic stress; and 

Whereas, the complexities of the problems 
facing the nation are mirrored in the variety 
of stimulus legislation proposals and many 
valid projects are being suggested, including 
those rebuilding the country’s infrastruc-
ture; and 

Whereas, the Congress of the United States 
has repeatedly repealed statutory require-
ments that mandate a balanced federal budg-
et, making it abundantly clear that it lacks 
an understanding of fiscal discipline and re-
straint; and 

Whereas, the repeated practice by the Con-
gress of the United States of engaging in def-
icit spending and the accumulation of na-
tional debt endangers the jobs, incomes, re-
tirement security, and welfare of the Amer-
ican people; and 

Whereas, such deficits and debt also in-
crease pressure to raise taxes on the Amer-
ican people; and 

Whereas, Article V of the Constitution of 
the United States provides that an amend-

ment to the constitution may be proposed by 
Congress, or on the application of the legis-
latures of two-thirds of the states, thereby 
Congress is required to call a constitutional 
convention for the purpose of proposing an 
amendment which shall become part of the 
constitution when ratified by the legisla-
tures of three-fourths of the several states; 
and 

Whereas, forty-nine states have balanced 
budget requirements, thirty-one of which 
mandate constitutionally that their budgets 
shall be balanced: 

Therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 

memorializes the Congress of the United 
States to adopt and submit to the states for 
ratification a proposed amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States to require 
a federal balanced budget; Be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution 
shall be transmitted to the secretary of the 
United States Senate and the clerk of the 
United States House of Representatives and 
to each member of the Louisiana delegation 
to the United States Congress. 

POM–64. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Senate of the State of Louisiana urg-
ing Congress and the Attorney General of 
the United States and the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons to refrain from sending detainees re-
leased or transferred from the facilities at 
Guantanamo Bay Detention Facility, Cuba 
to prisons in Louisiana; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 4 
Whereas, since the United States began its 

Global War on Terrorism in 2001, alleged ter-
rorists captured by the United States and 
their allies have been detained in the facili-
ties at Guantanamo Bay Detention Facility 
(GTMO), Cuba; and 

Whereas, the detainee complex at Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba, is the only complex in the 
world that has been established solely to 
safely and humanely hold individuals that 
pose a high-security risk to the United 
States; and 

Whereas, GTMO is a secure location, away 
from the United States population, in gen-
eral, and population centers, most espe-
cially, which provides the maximum security 
required to prevent escape, provides multiple 
levels of confinement opportunities based 
upon the level of compliance of the detainee, 
and provides medical care not available to a 
majority of the population of the world; and 

Whereas, GTMO houses two hundred forty- 
five detainees from over thirty countries 
who include terrorist trainers, terrorist fin-
anciers, bomb makers, suspected Al-Qaeda 
recruiters and facilitators, and would-be sui-
cide bombers; and 

Whereas, in 2007, the Senate of the United 
States passed a resolution by a vote of 94–3, 
stating ‘‘detainees housed at Guantanamo 
should not be released into American soci-
ety, nor should they be transferred stateside 
into facilities in American communities and 
neighborhoods’’; and 

Whereas, despite the best efforts of the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons, these detainees, if 
transferred stateside to facilities in Amer-
ican communities and neighborhoods, would 
present a significant threat to the American 
people at large, and, most especially, to 
those people located near any federal deten-
tion facility; and 

Whereas, several federal detention facili-
ties are located in the state of Louisiana, 
any of which could potentially house detain-
ees released from GTMO; and 

Whereas, any housing of these detainees in 
Louisiana would present a high risk and a 
clear and present danger to all Louisianians: 
Therefore, be it 
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Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 

memorializes the Congress of the United 
States and urges and requests the Attorney 
General of the United States and the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons to refrain from sending de-
tainees released or transferred from the fa-
cilities at Guantanamo Bay Detention Facil-
ity (GTMO), Cuba to prisons in Louisiana; Be 
it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution 
shall be transmitted to the secretary of the 
United States Senate and the clerk of the 
United States House of Representatives, to 
each member of the Louisiana delegation to 
the United States Congress, to the Attorney 
General of the United States, and to the di-
rector of the Federal Bureau of Prisons. 

POM¥65. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Louisiana urging Congress to establish an 
additional classification for airports; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 120 
Whereas, the only airports or portions of 

airports eligible for Airport Improvement 
Program (AIP) funding are public use air-
ports that serve civil aviation; and 

Whereas, airport classifications serve as a 
framework for describing the existing func-
tion of each airport in the system and as ref-
erence for evaluating how system airports 
have changed their functions or are pro-
jected to change their functions as a result 
of accommodating forecast demands; and 

Whereas, federal law defines airports by 
categories of airport activities, including 
commercial service, primary, cargo service, 
reliever, and general aviation: Therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives of the Legislature of Louisiana memo-
rializes the Congress of the United States to 
establish an additional classification for air-
ports that have: 

(1) Monthly operations in excess of two 
thousand five hundred. 

(2) Airport buildings or other airport facili-
ties in excess of five hundred thousand 
square feet and valued over fifty million dol-
lars. 

(3) Industrial and other business-related 
tenants. 

(4) Activity that generates fuel sales in ex-
cess of one million five hundred thousand 
gallons of jet fuel or aviation gas per year. 

(5) Economic impact in the local economy 
of twenty million dollars per year. 

(6) A requirement for a functioning air 
traffic control tower: Be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution 
shall be transmitted to the secretary of the 
United States Senate and the clerk of the 
United States House of Representatives and 
to each member of the Louisiana delegation 
to the United States Congress. 

POM¥66. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the State of Louisiana urging Con-
gress to establish an additional classifica-
tion for airports; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 123 
Whereas, the only airports or portions of 

airports eligible for Airport Improvement 
Program (ALP) funding are public use air-
ports that serve civil aviation; and 

Whereas, airport classifications serve as a 
framework for describing the existing func-
tion of each airport in the system and as ref-
erence for evaluating how system airports 
have changed their functions or are pro-
jected to change their functions as a result 
of accommodating forecast demands; and 

Whereas, federal law defines airports by 
categories of airport activities, including 

commercial service, primary, cargo service, 
reliever, and general aviation: Therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
memorializes the Congress of the United 
States to establish an additional classifica-
tion for airports that have: 

(1) Monthly operations in excess of two 
thousand five hundred dollars; 

(2) Airport buildings or other airport facili-
ties in excess of five hundred thousand 
square feet and which are valued over fifty 
million dollars; 

(3) Industrial and other business related 
tenants; 

(4) Activity that generates fuel sales in ex-
cess of one million five hundred thousand 
gallons of jet fuel or aviation gas per year; 

(5) An economic impact in the local econ-
omy of twenty million dollars per year; or 

(6) A requirement for a functioning air 
traffic control tower: Be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution 
shall be transmitted to the secretary of the 
United States Senate and the clerk of the 
United States House of Representatives and 
to each member of the Louisiana delegation 
to the United States Congress. 

POM¥67. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Senate of the State of Louisiana urg-
ing Congress to enact the Credit Card Ac-
countability, Responsibility, and Disclosure 
Act; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 47 
Whereas, citizens have been adversely af-

fected by the economic recession; and 
Whereas, almost eighty percent of Amer-

ican households have credit cards; and 
Whereas, the average outstanding credit 

card balance for those households was over 
ten thousand dollars; and 

Whereas, credit card delinquency rates 
have risen over sixty percent since 2005; and 

Whereas, many of the largest credit card 
issuers have received billions of dollars in 
taxpayer funded federal bailout funds; and 

Whereas, the Credit Card Accountability, 
Responsibility, and Disclosure Act is cur-
rently pending before Congress; and 

Whereas, if enacted, the Credit Card Ac-
countability, Responsibility, and Disclosure 
Act would enact many consumer protections, 
including: 

1. Protection of consumers from arbitrary 
interest rate, fee and finance charges, and 
prohibiting universal default on existing bal-
ances. 

2. Prohibiting interest charges on paid-off 
balances from the previous billing cycle. 

3. Protecting students and other young 
consumers from aggressive credit card solici-
tations. 

4. Ensuring that payments are fairly allo-
cated to the account with the highest inter-
est rate first. 

5. Requiring greater disclosure of rates, 
terms, and billing details by credit card com-
panies. 

6. Establishing tougher penalties for credit 
card companies that violate the law: There-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
memorializes the Congress of the United 
States to enact the Credit Card Account-
ability, Responsibility, and Disclosure Act; 
Be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution 
shall be transmitted to the secretary of the 
United States Senate and the clerk of the 
United States House of Representatives and 
to each member of the Louisiana delegation 
to the United States Congress. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
The following reports of committees 

were submitted: 

By Mr. BAUCUS, from the Committee on 
Finance, without amendment: 

S.J. Res. 17. A joint resolution approving 
the renewal of import restrictions contained 
in the Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act 
of 2003, and for other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEES 

The following executive reports of 
nominations were submitted: 

By Mr. BAUCUS for the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

*Kim N. Wallace, of Texas, to be a Deputy 
Under Secretary of the Treasury. 

*George Wheeler Madison, of Connecticut, 
to be General Counsel for the Department of 
the Treasury. 

*Miriam E. Sapiro, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be a Deputy United States Trade 
Representative, with the rank of Ambas-
sador. 

*Carmen R. Nazario, of Puerto Rico, to be 
Assistant Secretary for Family Support, De-
partment of Health and Human Services. 

*William J. Wilkins, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be Chief Counsel for the Internal 
Revenue Service and an Assistant General 
Counsel in the Department of the Treasury. 

*Rosa Gumataotao Rios, of California, to 
be Treasurer of the United States. 

*Daniel M. Tangherlini, of the District of 
Columbia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

*Daniel M. Tangherlini, of the District of 
Columbia, to be Chief Financial Officer, De-
partment of the Treasury. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. PRYOR (for himself, Ms. 
LANDRIEU, Mr. VITTER, and Mr. 
BURR): 

S. 1505. A bill to provide immigration re-
form by securing America’s borders, clari-
fying and enforcing existing laws, and ena-
bling a practical employer verification pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. REID (for Ms. MIKULSKI (for 
herself, Mr. CARDIN, and Mrs. MUR-
RAY)): 

S. 1506. A bill to authorize the Secretary of 
Transportation to establish national safety 
standards for transit agencies operating 
heavy rail on fixed guideway; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Mr. CARPER: 
S. 1507. A bill to amend chapter 89 of title 

5, United States Code, to reform Postal Serv-
ice retiree health benefits funding, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. CARPER (for himself, Mr. 
COBURN, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Ms. COL-
LINS, and Mr. MCCAIN): 

S. 1508. A bill to amend the Improper Pay-
ments Information Act of 2002 (31 U.S.C. 3321 
note) in order to prevent the loss of billions 
in taxpayer dollars; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 
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Text Box
CORRECTION

October 13, 2009, Congressional Record
Correction To Page S8038
On page S8038, July 23, 2009, in the third column, under the heading INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS, the following appears: S. 1507.  A bill to amend chapter 89 of title 5, Untied States Code, to reform Postal Service retiree health benefits funding, and for other purposes;  to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.The online version has been corrected to read: S. 1507.  A bill to amend chapter 89 of title 5, United States Code, to reform Postal Service retiree health benefits funding, and for other purposes;  to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.
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